chapter twelve

12:1 "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.  {waw + pref. b + f.s.n. t[e—d.a. + pron. Ayhi—name laek'ymi—d.a + m.s.n. rf;--d.a. + m.s.adj. lAdG"—d.a. + Qal act.part. dm;['—prep. l[; + m.p.n. !Be—m.s.n.c. + 2ms suff. ~[;--Qal impf. 3ms dm;['—wc + Qal pf. 3fs hy"h'—f.s.n. t[e—f.s.n. hr'c' describes the inner turmoil and anguish one experiences under intense pressure: the death of a close friend (IISam. 1:26), God refusing to give help or direction (Job 7:11), the terror when watching an approaching raping army (Jere. 6:22-24), it is likened to the anguish of childbirth, here it refers to the most gut-wrenching period of history for the Jews and the world at large--rel.part. rv,a]--neg. aol + Niphal pf. 3fs hy"h'—pref. m + Qal inf.const. hy"h'—m.s.n. yAG a nation—prep. d[; + d.a. + f.s.n. t[e—d.a. + pron. ayhi—waw + pref. b + f.s.n. t[e—d.a. + pron. ayhi— m.s.n.c. + 2ms suff. ~[;--m.s.n. lKo + d.a. + Niphal part.m.s. ac'm' each or everyone being found—Qal pass.part.m.s. bt;K' being written, having been written—pref. b + m.s.n. rp,se writing or book—Niphal impf. 3ms jl;m' indicates escape or deliverance from impending death} 
12:2 "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.  {waw + m.p.adj. br;--pref. m + m.p.n.c. !vey" sleepers, euphemism for physical death—lit in the Heb. ground of dust, f.s.n.c. hm'd'a ground, soil—m.s.n. rp'[' dust, fine powder, used to form man, final lot of all man absent the rapture—Hiphil impf. 3mp #q;y" to wake up, to arouse from sleep, metaphorically to bring back from the sleep of death, to resurrect—c.p.adj. hL,ae these, some—pref. l + m.p.n.c. ~yYIx;--m.s.n. ~l'A[ perpetuity, eternal—waw + c.p.adj. hL,ae these, others—supply will awake—pref. l + f.p.n. hP'r>x, reproach, scorn, public disgrace—pref. l + m.s.n.c. !Aar'De 2X, an object of abhorence or aversion, set against the concept of life, Isa. 66:24—m.s.n. ~l'A[}
Exposition vs. 1-2

1. While it is not reflected in the New American Standard, verses 1-3 are recorded in poetic format, indicating a shift in time, place, or both.

2. From the concluding explanation about the supernatural destruction of Antichrist, which occurs just following the Second Advent, the time frame now moves backward to the middle of Daniel's 70th week and the conflict between Michael and Satan.  Rev. 12:7ff

3. This passage must be interpreted in the context in which it was delivered and the interpreter must recognize that the primary force must be directed toward the Jews.

4. Daniel was told in chapter 10 that the real force of this revelation was regarding what will happen to your people in the latter days.  Dan. 10:14

5. All the prophecy to this point relates to the various political forces with which the Jews will come into contact over the centuries.

6. Twice in the first verse we are informed that this all relates to the sons of your people and your people.
7. Therefore, the primary interpretation of these verses must be related to the Jews at the end of time, with applications to other groups where appropriate.

8. The chronological note at the beginning of chapter twelve indicates that a specific time is in view, which reaches back to the beginning of the indignation and the beginning of Antichrist’s career.  Dan. 11:36

9. The specific time that is referred to in this passage is also recorded in the book of Revelation and occurs at the middle of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 12:7-9, 14

10. The information in Daniel 11:36-45 deals primarily with the military and political career of Antichrist, described in a very general way.

11. However, his internal policy toward the community of God’s people, the Jews, within his empire is something that is not mentioned.

12. This passage begins to give us information regarding the very brutal oppression and persecution that he will inflict on Israel, something that will surpass any pressure the world has seen.

13. We are given our second bit of information about the archangel Michael in the book of Daniel.

14. The Greek term avrca,ggeloj (archaggelos) means a chief angel, one of the princes or leaders in the angelic realm.  

15. In all the five passages that speak of him, Michael appears as the heavenly patron and champion of Israel; the watchful guardian against all their enemies, be they spiritual or earthly.  Dan 10:13,21, 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7

16. As Michael has watchfully protected the Jews through their history, he will continue to do so during this time of intense persecution.

17. The purpose for Michael arising is to engage the Devil and his angels in warfare, a warfare they will lose, allowing Michael and his angels to eject the dragon from the third Heaven.

18. The Antichrist, who becomes Satan-possessed at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, has come forth as a man of peace, entering a seven-year treaty with the Jews, offering them protection from their enemies in response for their acceptance of him as their messiah.  Dan. 9:27

19. As the Antichrist, who is now indwelled by Satan, proclaims himself ruler of the world, he will eventually enter the Holy Place and declare himself to be God.  IIThess. 2:4

20. This is the ultimate and final insult that God will endure from His chosen people; He will begin to express the wrath/anger/indignation that He has restrained under the principle of grace.

21. This is the final period of the indignation, the time of the end, the precise time that is referenced in verse 1.

22. This is destined to be a time of unbelievable horror and is called a time of distress such as never occurred, a great tribulation, the time of Jacob’s distress.  Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21; Jer. 30:7

23. It is unprecedented in its severity and scope, eventually effecting every person on planet earth.

24. Mankind will exhibit the worst forms of evil that will bring the unparalleled wrath of God on the planet.  Isa. 13:12

25. All the catastrophes that have come on mankind will pale in comparison to the horrible days that will result in the death of most of the human race.

26. God’s judgments, like the judgment of the flood or the execution of the fifth cycle on the Jews in 70 AD, are not worthy to be compared to the great devastation that He will wreak on planet earth and its inhabitants.

27. That time of judgment will include earthly and heavenly phenomena, nuclear warfare, disease, famine, and direct Divine judgments that decimate the human race.

28. During this period of history, the Jews will be supernaturally protected, and those that are positive will be delivered from the judgments that most will not escape.

29. This verse introduces us, somewhat enigmatically, to the book, which is clearly a reference to a book with which the Jews were familiar.

30. There are many references to books in the Old Testament that include:

a. The book of the law, or Law of Moses. Deut. 28:61; Josh. 8:31

b. Historical books, like the non-canonical book of Jasher.  IISam. 1:18; IKings 11:41

c. Historical books in the canon.  IKings 14:19

d. The book of life.  Ps. 69:28

31. The book referenced in the book of Daniel is the same book that is referenced only in the Psalms in the Old Testament, and in the book of Revelation.  Rev. 17:8, 20:15

32. The book of life is a record that was made by God before the world began, in which He listed each person that would be born in the course of human history.  Rev. 13:8, 17:8

33. Each person that lives his entire life without believing in Christ will have his name erased from that book, leaving a blank space where his name was.  Ps. 69:28; Rev. 3:5

34. In order to enter Heaven, one must have his name visibly written in the book of life, and failure to find the name destines one for the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:12,15

35. The book of life will be opened at the Great White Throne judgment, which is a judgment for all unbelievers that occurs following the Millennium and the final battle between God and Satan.  Rev. 20:7-9,11ff

36. If one appears at the GWT judgment, they are by definition an unbeliever and will be assigned their allotted torment in the lake of fire according to their level of culpability.  Rev. 20:12; Lk. 12:47-48

37. The positive remnant of Jews that are alive during this horrible time may take comfort in the fact that they will be personally delivered by Jesus Christ.

38. While Jesus Christ does a number of things upon His arrival on planet earth at the Second Advent, verse 2 focuses on the resurrection of believers and unbelievers, with no regard for the actual timing.

39. These two events actually occur more than one thousand years apart; however, like many prophetic passages, distant events are brought together in a single verse.

40. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground is a metaphor that is not used very often in the Old Testament to describe the reality of physical death. IKings 2:10; Ps. 13:3

41. There are three specific Greek terms in the New Testament that are translated by the word sleep.
a. u[pnoj (hupnos), 6X, five times is it used of literal sleep, and once in a metaphorical sense.  Rom. 13:11

b. koima,w (koimao), 18X, only three times is it used of literal sleep, all other occurrences are technical and refer to physical death.  Matt. 28:15; Lk. 22:45; Acts 12:6

c. kaqeu,dw (katheudo), 22X, sixteen of the usages refer only to the physical act of sleeping; however, this term is used the other six times in a technical sense to refer to the believer that is oblivious to his time and place in the angelic conflict.  Matt. 13:25, 25:5; Mk. 13:36; Eph. 5:14; IThess. 5:6,10

42. Sleep is a very fitting analogy to physical death since it is a temporary state, in which the body is inactive but the person, the real you, continues to exist.

43. Any doctrine of soul sleep (the contention that when people die their souls have not conscious existence until the day of resurrection), or reincarnation (the lie that the soul is continually placed into one body after another following physical death until one reaches perfection) is refuted by the Bible.  Phil. 1:21-23; Rev. 6:9-11

44. The Word of God is very clear on this matter, stating that (apart from the rapture) it is appointed from men to die once and after this comes judgment.  Heb. 9:27

45. Adam was instructed that his spiritual death, which came via the imputation of the sin nature into his genetics, would eventuate in his physical death and his return to the constituent elements that made up his body.  Gen. 3:19; Ps. 90:3, 104:29; Eccles. 12:7

46. Those believers (again, specifically focusing on the Jews) that have suffered physical death, from the time of Adam until the day of Pentecost, will have their soul reunited with their resurrection body and enter the realm of everlasting life.
47. This group will also include those that were martyred during the latter half of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 6:9-11, 7:9

48. They will enter their eternal reward, receiving all those things that were promised in the various covenants and promises contained in the Old Testament.  Heb. 11:13,39-40

49. The first wave of resurrection begins with the rapture, the event that ends the Church Age and begins Daniel's 70th week, and continues with the resurrection of all Old Testament saints seven years later at the Second Advent.  Rev. 20:4-6

50. These believers will enjoy everlasting life, which emphasizes not only the duration of existence but also a particular quality of existence.

51. While this phase is used only here in the Old Testament, the New Testament counterpart eternal life is used some 41 times and likewise pictures the quality of life that is enjoyed by God Himself.

52. All that makes living worthwhile will be abundantly available for those that simply made the salvation adjustment; those that chose to exploit the riches of doctrine will have a better resurrection.  Heb. 11:35

53. Those that do not participate in the first resurrection will remain in the torment compartment of Sheol/Hades for another 1000 years and are, by definition, unbelievers.

54. They are the subject of the last portion of verse 2 and comprise the others that will awake to disgrace and everlasting contempt.
55. The noun hP'rx, (cherpah) means that which is taunted, one who endures reproach or scorn because of their actions.

56. In this case it is the lot of those that have failed to make the salvation adjustment Ph1, those that refused to place their faith in Jesus Christ.

57. The second term !wOar'De  (dera’on), is used only two times, and means that which is an object of abhorrence, that which one finds repugnant and detestable.  Isa. 66:24

58. While the resurrection of the righteous brings rewards and glory, the resurrection of those that are not saved will only issue in public judgment, condemnation, and the legitimate shame that comes on those that have spurned God’s offer of grace.

59. They will be covered with disgrace and utter confusion, with no defense for their negative volition; they will enter the lake of fire where they will spend an eternity suffering in their resurrection bodies.  Rev. 20 :15

60. That this is no temporary situation is documented by the use of the Hebrew term ~l'wO[ (‘olam—everlasting, eternal) and the direct statements of Jesus Christ.

a. The term originally meant lifetime, era, or age; but when it is used in reference to God or the future, it takes on the connotation of endlessness.

b. Those that argue for a lifetime or age of punishment in hell rather than a punishment of endless duration must reckon with the many passages in the Old Testament that apply this term to the nature of God’s life.  Ex. 3:15; Deut. 32:39-40; Ps. 9:7, 90:2, 93:2; Jere. 10:10 

c. In Genesis 6:3, this term is used in contradiction to a limited period of time.

d. Further, many that reject the concept of an eternal hell are still inclined to believe in an eternal Heaven; since both groups are qualified by the word everlasting, they must be of equal duration.

61. The unbeliever will experience an eternal separation from God, which is precisely what he wanted in the first place, and will lack everything that makes life worthwhile.

62. He will live in a conscious state of wretchedness, despair, disgrace, shame, and contempt, from which he can and will never escape.

63. All the while he will be conscious of the fact that he is only in this state due to his own rejection of grace and must eternally live with the knowledge that God acted totally in accord with what was right and deserved.

64. The doctrine of annihilation teaches that those that reject salvation will not be punished eternally, they will simple lose their conscious awareness and cease to consciously exist.

65. The modified doctrine of annihilation suggests that they will be punished in Hell for some time and then God will mercifully end their existence.

66. Another false doctrine related to the resurrection is the belief in purgatory; this lie suggests that unbelievers go to a place of punishment for some time in order to purify the individual.  Paul O’Sullivan, Catholic priest, “How to avoid Purgatory”
67. This abomination suggests that the person will be cleansed and become eligible to be transferred to Heaven; friends and family can shorten this time in purgatory if they offer Masses and prayers and other acts of piety or devotion.  The Catholic Encyclopedia
68. These types of doctrines clearly contradict what is revealed in the Word of God regarding the perfect sacrifice of Christ for sins, and the blessings of those that have accepted the free gift of salvation by faith.  Heb. 10:10-14; Rom. 4:5-9, 5:1; IICor. 5:1,8

Doctrine of Resurrection

12:3 "And the ones who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.   {waw + d.a. + Hiphil part.m.p. lk;f' ability to think clearly, to reason logically, results in success—Hiphil impf. 3mp rh;z" to send out light, to shine, eternal glory of those that teach correctly—pref. k + m.s.n.c. rh;zO glowing, shining, brightness—d.a. + m.s.n. [;yqir' 17X, beginning in Gen. 1, extended surface, expanse, later usage included the stellar expanse beyond the atmosphere, Ezek. 1:22-26—waw + Hiphil part.m.p.c. qdec' to cause righteousness, to turn or lead to what is right—d.a. + m.p.adj. br;--pref. k + m.p.n. bk'AK—pref. l + m.s.n. ~l'A[ eternity, perpetuity—waw + m.s.n. d[; continually, forever} 

12:4 "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase."  {and you Daniel –Qal imperv.m.s. ~t;s' to stop up, to obstruct, to cover or hide—d.a. + m.p.n. rb'D'—waw + Qal imperv.m.s. ~t;x' lit. to seal with a signet ring, to securely enclose—d.a. + m.s.n. rp,se book or writing—prep. d[; + m.s.n. t[e + m.s.n. #qe this phrase used only 3X, Dan. 11:34, 12:4,9—m.p.adj. br;--Polel impf. 3mp jWv to go or roam around, to walk around—d.a. + f.s.n. t[;D; knowledge, technical skill or ability—waw + Qal impf. 3fs hb'r' to increase, to become numerous}
Exposition vs. 3-4

1. Verse three introduces us to a particular category of Jews that are present at the resurrection, employing a term that was used to denote the adjusted Jews during the period of the Macabbees.  Dan. 11:33,35

2. The Hiphil participle of lk;f' (sakhal) denotes those that have spiritual intelligence, the ability to reason through difficult or complex things and arrive at a wise course of action.

3. Another end result of having insight is the reality of being successful or prosperous in what you do.  ISam. 18:14-15

4. The Old Testament is clear on the fact that it is Bible doctrine in the soul that produces the insight that leads to ultimate success before God.  Deut. 29:9; Josh. 1:7-8; Prov. 1:3

5. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate revealer of Bible doctrine and this reality is taught in both the Old and New Testaments.  Neh. 9:20; Jn. 16:13; ICor. 2:12

6. Some things we would consider as insight or wisdom are actually nothing more than simple common sense, which apparently is not so simple or common as one might have been led to believe.  Prov. 10:5, 19:14, 31:10

7. The specific group in view in our passage focuses primarily, although not necessarily exclusively, on the 144,000 Jews that are sealed just following the rapture of the Church.  Rev. 7:3-8

8. These Jews will convert to Christianity very soon after the rapture and will used by God to evangelize the world, along with the two witnesses.  Rev. 11:3-6

9. These men are wise instructors of others since Bible doctrine in their souls will cause them to see through the fake that Antichrist is and the false doctrines that he will employ to deceive the masses.

10. These men will counter his satanic propaganda machine with the true doctrines of Jesus Christ and the direction of human history.

11. Their teaching will be diametrically opposed to the lies and slander of God, His name, His tabernacle, and His people.
12. As is typical of the darkness and lies of Satan, the truth will be made to appear foolish and unbelievable, while lies and deception will be made quite palatable to the ordinary person.

13. No doubt these men and those that accept the teachings of the truth will suffer mightily in the course of their defense of the faith.  Rev. 7:14-17

14. They will be ridiculed when the Antichrist defeats their two most notable prophets and claims victory in the conflict.  Rev. 11:7-10

15. However, the worldwide result of their ministries is that an innumerable number of Gentiles will place their faith in Christ and become believers.  Rev. 7:9,13-14

16. While all the believing Jews of the Age of Israel and Daniel's 70th week will awake, this group is promised blessings above and beyond the normal blessings of resurrection.

17. These believers are distinguished not only by their insight, but also by the fact that they lead the many to righteousness.
18. At some point, each believer must recognize that the goal in the Christian way of life is not merely the acquisition of doctrine (having insight), but also includes the ability to effectively fulfill his post as an ambassador for Christ.  IICor. 5:20

19. The Hiphil participle of qdec' (tsadeq), means to cause to be right, just, righteous, or justified, and deals with those that present the truth in such a way as to cause others to see it and acclimate to it.

20. We are not to be spiritual bullies, forcing others to listen to things that they have no interest in hearing; however, we are to live our lives in such a way as to cause others that are positive to pay attention to the truth.

21. Israel was chosen by God and separated to the task of representing Him before the other nations as a witness of His grace and glory.

22. Although they have sadly failed throughout their history, this group of Jews will effectively fulfill the post for which the nation was destined.

23. There can be little doubt that the words and deeds of these Jews in the last days will have a dramatic impact on those that are positive.

24. Based on their ministry to the world during very difficult and troublesome times, many will come to faith in Christ, be purged, purified, and refined.  Dan. 12:10

25. As is typical of those that are negative, the reality of the truth that these men teach and exhibit will have no impact on those that choose to reject it and none of the wicked will understand.  Dan. 12:10

26. Psalm 2 provides an excellent admonition for the leadership of the world in the last days, urging them (and others) to act sensibly or appropriately in view of the coming of Messiah and the approaching Day of Judgment.  Ps. 2:10-12

27. The applications that these people will make, under the most extreme of circumstances, will result in personal glory for them in Ph3.

28. Their glory is likened to items that reflect or refract light; they are not the source of the light, they simply shine brightly like the expanse of heaven.
29. Their level of Ph3 glory will reflect the glory of the essence of God, reflected through their resurrection bodies.

30. Like the stars that shine in night sky, these believers will reflect in eternity what they demonstrated in time; they were the source of light/truth for those that looked for it.

31. They will be eternally set apart for positions of glory, differing in magnitude, based on their Ph2 input into God’s plan.

32. While these verses are specifically applicable to Daniel’s people, there is a sense in which they will be true for all believers.

33. Each believer will find his eternal position in God’s plan to be a reflection of his pursuit of the truth and application of doctrine in time.

34. There can be little doubt that those men that faithfully and consistently communicated the truths of Scripture to believers during their Ph2 will be similarly rewarded in the eternal realm.

35. With verse three, this final revelation to Daniel effectively comes to a close, and Daniel is instructed to conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time.  

36. All the events that have been revealed here concerning the Antichrist, Daniel's 70th week, the Second Advent, and the resurrection of the Jews was designed to give Daniel the insight he desired into the vision of chapter 8.

37. This command to conceal and seal must be interpreted in light of the fact that many of the prophecies of Daniel have nothing to do with earlier periods of human history.

38. As we have seen, the first six chapters of the book are historical in nature; however, beginning with chapter seven, the bulk of the latter portion of Daniel is directed to the time in history in which we live.

39. Therefore, the command to conceal these words and seal up the book is not to be viewed in a literal, physical sense; Daniel has been completed and a part of the canon for many centuries.

40. Therefore, it must be recognized that the sealing of the book relates to the ability to properly understand and interpret the prophetic realities that we find in the latter half of this book.

41. While it has been revealed to Daniel’s understanding, it is clear that the thrust of these prophecies relates to the last days and those that live during that portion of history.

42. This explains why the false interpretations of chapter seven through eleven have been so rampant in history; the text could not be properly understood until the time of the end.

43. The Hebrew construction #qe t[e-d[; (‘adh ‘eth qets) is used precisely three times and all point to the end of human history, specifically the final seven years of Daniel's 70th week.  Dan. 11:35, 12:4,9
44. It is amazing to note that after 2500 years of human history, the prophecies of Daniel have never been more relevant for those attempting to understand the course of history and impending, future events.

45. The latter portion of this verse has been understood in differing ways, but perhaps the most common interpretation is that when many go back and forth is a reference to our increased ability to travel on planet earth.

46. However, the Hebrew term jWv (shut), has the nuance of travel for a specific reason, to search out something specific.  Num. 11:8; IISam. 24:2; Jere. 5:1

47. The term then comes to denote the action of seeking something specific, to diligently investigate something, to scrutinize carefully, and thus refers to the diligent study of the book of Daniel in the last days.

48. From the principle of the latter rains, diligent pastor-teachers, employing the literal, historical, grammatical hermeneutic will arrive at an understanding of these prophecies, which had been so long veiled to even the most positive of believers.

49. Although the word is used most often to refer to physical wandering and travel, the implication is that attempts to understand the truth contained in Daniel will require considerable effort.

50. Based on diligent, careful scrutiny, the knowledge will be increased; this refers to the specific knowledge and understanding of the prophecies that have been revealed to Daniel.

51. The beginning of verse four has the force that Daniel himself is not to be concerned with his, or others, understanding of these matters; they will be revealed at the proper time in history to benefit God’s people.

52. In this regard, Daniel is a perfect example of the truth that the Old Testament prophets had it revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but us.  IPet. 1:12

53. Proper understanding of this book awaited further New Testament revelation, as well as the appearance of certain political entities such as Russia, Great Britain, the United States, and the Revived Roman Empire, the European Union.

54. Beyond that, total understanding of this book awaited the time in history when God would reveal the mysteries to positive communicators for the edification of positive volition in the last days.

55. This prophecy is fulfilled today in your hearing, as part of your Ph2 blessing!

Doctrine of Surpassing Grace

12:5 Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing, one on this bank of the river, and the other on that bank of the river.  {I, Daniel—waw + Qal pf. 1s ha'r'—waw + interj. hNEhi—m.dual.adj. ~yIn:v.—m.p.adj. dx'a, others, another—Qal act. part.m.p. dm;['—m.s.adj. rxea; one, single, each, a certain one—adv. hN"he here—pref. l + f.s.n.c. hp'f' lip, bank—d.a. + m.s.n. raoy> generally used of the Nile, sometimes of waterways in general, here obviously refers to the Tigris—waw + m.s.adj. rxea; one, single, each, a certain one—adv. hN"he here—pref. l + f.s.n.c. hp'f' lip, bank—d.a. + m.s.n. raoy>} 

12:6 And one said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be until the end of these wonders?"  {wc + Qal impf. rm;a' who spoke is not clear, probably one of the angels—pref. l + m.s.n. vyai—Qal pass.part. m.s. vb;l' being clother, being dressed—d.a. + m.p.n. dB; refers to the theophany in Dan. 10:5--rel.part. rvea]--l[;M;Þmi cmpd. means above or over—pref. l + m.p.n.c. ~yIm;--d.a. + m.s.n. raoy>--prep. d[; as far as, until—interrog. adv. yt;m' when—m.s.n. #qe end—d.a. + m.p.n. al,P, 13X, wonders, extraordinary divine actions, here used of the wonders that usher in the 2nd Advent}

 12:7 And I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the shattering of the power of the holy people is complete, all these events will be completed. 

{wc + Qal impf. 1s [m;v'—s.d.o. + d.a. + m.s.n. vyai—Qal pass.part. vb;l' being clothed—d.a. + m.p.n. dB; white linens--rel.part. rvea]—prep. m + adv. l[;m; above—pref. l + m.p.n.c. ~yIm;--d.a. + m.s.n. raoy>--wc + Hiphil impf. 3ms ~Wr to raise or lift—f.s.n. + 3ms suff. !ymiy" the right hand—waw + m.s.n.c. + 3ms suff. lamof. the left side or left hand—prep. la, + d.a. + m.p.n. ~yIm;v'—wc + Niphal impf. 3ms [b;v' to swear, to take an oath—pref. b + m.s.adj. yx; living—d.a. + m.s.n. ~l'A[--

conj. yKi indir.disc. gives the content of the verb swore—pref. l + m.s.n. d[eAm an appointed or predestined time or place—m.p.n. d[eAm—waw + m.s.n. ycix] half or middle—waw + pref. k + Piel inf.const. hl'K' to complete, Piel is intensive, to fully complete, to finish—Piel inf.const. #p;n" to shatter, to dash to pieces—f.s.n.c. dy" hand, power, ability to fight—m.s.n. ~[;--m.s.n. vd,qo set apart, sacred, holy—m.s.n.c. lKo—f.p.adj. hL,ae these—Qal impf. 3fp hl'K'}
Exposition vs. 5-7

1. This rather extensive Bible class, which actually began in Daniel 10:14, now concludes with Daniel’s observation of the events that were going on around him.

2. This prophecy began with the events that led up to the near fulfillment in Antiochus Epiphanes, and leaps through the centuries to the time of the end when the events of Daniel's 70th week will be fulfilled.

3. Daniel was very interested in the coming man of sin and was rewarded for his positive volition and diligence with the insights contained in the book of Daniel.

4. However, one must bear in mind that this was the information that was designed to make the prophecies in chapter eight more clear to Daniel.

5. This was also the first time he had heard much of this information and was obviously confused as he attempted to sort out all these predictions and put them in the proper place.

6. These verses unfold the striking scene that was visible to Daniel, who had been left there alone at the time the theophany occurred.  Dan. 10:7-8

7. On either side of the Tigris River, Daniel saw two others that had apparently been listening to the information along with Daniel.

8. Most interpreters recognize that these two beings are angels, just as the one communicating with Daniel was.

9. The first question that must be addressed about these two angels is why they suddenly appear and why there are two of them, since the second angel neither speaks nor acts.

10. The answer apparently lies in the fact that God abides by the same rules of engagement that He has established in His word and these angels are the second and third witness of the oath that He is about to swear.  Deut. 19:15; Matt. 18:16; ITim. 5:19

11. One of the angels addresses the Son of God and asks a question about the chronology of the events that had just been revealed.

12. This indicates two things:

a. Angels are not fully informed in every aspect of how and when the prophetic promises of God are to be fulfilled.

b. Secondly, they are very much interested in every aspect of God’s plan, eager to learn, and take every opportunity to advance their own thinking.  IPet. 1:12

13. The angel’s question focuses specifically on when these wonders would come to pass.

14. The Hebrew term al,P, (pele’) generally refers to the acts of God, designating either cosmic wonders or historical achievements on behalf of Israel.
15. These are of such a nature as to be beyond human capability and, as such, arouse an attitude of wonder/astonishment/awe.  Ps. 77:12,15; Isa. 25:1, 29:14
16. Specifically, these wonders refer to the final period of the indignation when Michael arises, includes the time of distress such as never occurred, and concludes with the resurrection of those who sleep in the ground.
17. The Lord responds to this question for wisdom, just as He has promised He will respond to all those that sincerely seek the truth.  James 1:5

18. From what we can discern in this portion of Daniel, the Lord has been standing above the waters of the river during the time that the angel was relating these prophecies to Daniel.  Dan. 10:4-6

19. He gives His answer with great solemnity, raising His right hand and his left toward Heaven.
20. Generally, only one hand was raised when taking an oath; the raising of both hands indicates the extreme seriousness of the oath.  Deut. 32:40; Rev. 10:5

21. With the raising of His hands and the presence of the three angels as witnesses, God the Son swears an oath, which is viewed as a solemn promise that He will fulfill this exactly as He has said.

22. Obviously, men generally swear by something greater than themselves when they take an oath; however, God can swear by nothing greater than Himself.  Heb. 6:16,13

23. The real purpose of an oath is to invoke a curse on yourself if you have not spoken the truth, or if you fail to keep a promise.  Matt. 26:74; ISam. 19:6; IISam. 19:23

24. The Lord does not take oaths because His word cannot be trusted; He takes oaths about the most serious of matters to express the Divine determination to act in a particular way.  Dan. 9:11

25. His oaths have included:

a. The oath to Abraham.  Gen. 24:7, 26:3; Ex. 6:8

b. The oath of no more flood.  Isa. 54:9

c. The oath against the Exodus Generation.  Num. 32:10-11; Deut. 1:34-35

d. The oath against Moses.  Deut. 4:21

e. The oath relating to the Mosaic Law.  Deut. 28:9; Jere. 22:5-9

f. The oath to bring the Jews to Canaan.  Ezek. 20:5-6

g. The oath against Assyria.  Isa. 14:24ff

h. The oath that every knee will bow.  Isa. 45:23

i. The oath regarding the restoration of Israel.  Isa. 62:8

j. The vow to destroy those in captivity in Egypt.  Jere. 44:26-27

k. The oath to curse Edom.  Jere. 49:13

l. The oath to destroy America.  Jere. 51:14

m. The oath to shatter the self-reliance of the Jews.  Dan. 12:7

26. Generally speaking, we are not to swear about a matter, or take an oath since our common speech is to be trustworthy.  Matt. 6:33-37

27. God the Son swears before God the Father that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, once again verifying that the final portion of Daniel’s 70th week is a precise period of three and one-half years.

28. This is the period of time for which the Jews come under the terrible persecution of the antichrist, following his possession by Satan.  Rev. 12:13,17, 13:4

29. This technically begins the Day of the Lord, which will usher in a time of great tribulation that threatens the very existence of the human race.  Matt. 24:21-22

30. This period of time is called, time (a year), times (2 years), and half a time (½ year), 42 months, and 1,260 days.   Dan. 7:25, 11:7; Rev. 11:2, 13:5, 12:6

31. It is also called an hour, and from the chronological note in Revelation 11:3, we can readily conclude that Daniel’s 70th week is divided into two periods of equal duration.  Rev. 3:10, 8:1

32. The purpose of these amazing events, particularly the manifestation of Antichrist to the Jews, is to complete the shattering of the power of the holy people.
33. The Hebrew construction is literally to shatter the hand, which is viewed as the emblem of one’s active power.

34. Thus, the shattering of the hand is the complete destruction of the ability to work or accomplish something.

35. While it is an unfortunate characteristic of the human race in general, the Jews have continued to manifest a sinful self-reliance that God is going to completely eliminate.

36. The method He will employ will be the political/military power of the Antichrist, who will totally overwhelm the believers that are attempting to withstand him.

37. When he comes against the Jews at the conclusion of Daniel's 70th week, his forces will appear to have the upper hand and will be poised to utterly defeat and destroy the Jews.

38. Only when the Jews give up all hope and turn to their God for deliverance will He appear in mighty glory and destroy all their enemies.  Joel 2:30-32

39. While anyone that is a believer and survives until that time will be delivered as well, the focus of this passage is on the Jews, the holy people.
40. This phrase, or a similar one, is used only four times in the Bible and indicates that the Jews have been set apart for God's own particular purpose.  Deut. 26:19; Isa. 62:12; Dan. 8:24, 12:7

41. In spite of their stubborn refusal to orient to His plan of grace, God will ultimately receive eternal praise, glory, and honor when His people come to their spiritual senses.  Rom. 11:28-29; Deut. 26:19

42. However, for this to happen they will have to endure extraordinary suffering and come to the end of their foolish reliance on the arm/hand of flesh.  Ps. 146:3; Isa. 2:22; Jere. 17:5

43. The Jews will come to the end of their own abilities, humble themselves before the Lord, call on His name, and receive the greatest deliverance the human race has ever seen.

12:8 As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, what happens after these events?"  {pron. ynIa] I, as for me—Qal pf. 1s [m;v'—waw + neg. al—Qal impf. 1s !yBi but was not discerning, wasn’t figuring it all out—wc + Qal impf. + h cohortative rm;a'  let me say—m.s.n.c. + 1s suff. !Ada'—interrog. hm' what—f.s.n. tyrIx]a; the latter part, the close, the final disposition—f.p.adj. hL,ae} 

12:9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time.  {wc + Qal impf. 3ms rm;a'—Qal imperv. %l;h' lit. walk—Daniel-- conj. yKi—d.a. + m.p.n rb'D'—Qal pass.part.m.p. ~t;s' to stop up, to restrain, being concealed—waw + Qal pass.part.m.p. ~t;x' to seal with a seal—prep. d[; + m.s.n. t[e—m.s.n. #qe} 

Exposition vs. 8-9

1. Following the words of the preincarnate Son of God, Daniel expresses his total confusion about the meaning of the cryptic saying in verse 7.

2. He makes it explicitly clear that he could readily hear the words and knew the meaning of he words but could not discern the truth to which they referred.

3. However, although Daniel could not put these things together properly in his own thinking, he faithfully recorded these events for our edification.

4. This is another perfect example of the truth that the Old Testament prophets had it revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but us.  IPet. 1:12

5. Daniel is very positive, has a lot of doctrine, and an intense desire to comprehend the meaning of these revelations, but it was not possible at that time.

6. Nor was it the will of God for him to understand these things, illustrating the reality that we will have the knowledge we need when we need it.

7. No doubt, Daniel’s particular concern was for his people, especially in light of the dramatic and intimidating language that was used in verses 1 and 7.

8. The New American Standard translation misses the point of Daniel’s question and mistranslates the question altogether.

9. What Daniel wanted to know was the exact order of events following the horrible time of persecution that would ultimately shatter the power of the Jews.

10. That the Hebrew term hL,ae (‘elleh—these things) is synonymous with the same term used in the previous verse should be quite obvious.

11. The Lord responds with an answer that Daniel probably did not want to hear, and informs him that no more revelation is forthcoming.

12. However, as we will observe in the verses that follow, Daniel was given a general answer that is designed to comfort him regarding the certainty of his participation in the resurrection.

13. He is also given chronological information about the length of time involved, but is told nothing specifically about any order of events.

14. The Lord instructs Daniel to carry on in his niche, faith-rest what he does not know, and not concern himself any further with the events that he is recording.

15. His explanation indicated to Daniel that it was not fully possible for him to understand these events without the benefit of history.

16. Daniel lacked the necessary frame of reference (FOR) to effectively understand these matters since he lived well before the existence of the pertinent players in these prophecies.

17. Further, Daniel was not oriented to the realities of the various dispensations, especially lacking any information about the Church Age, which interrupted the Age of Israel and separated the 69th prophetic week from the 70th.

18. The principle of progressive revelation is also in play here; we have much more information about the matters contained in Daniel in places like II Thessalonians 2 and the book of Revelation.

19. That is the force of the phrase these words are concealed and sealed up until the time of the end; both terms are passive participles in form and indicate that an outside agent (the Lord) is responsible for keeping these prophecies unintelligible until the proper time.

20. While not explicitly stated, these words indicate that the information will be faithfully recorded and kept secure through human history until the proper time.

21. The proper time in history is now; we are the beneficiaries of Daniel’s revelation, and can effectively interpret and understand all that is recorded here.

22. This verse does not mean that the information was hidden away, only that those that might attempt to understand it would not be able to do so.  Isa. 29:11

23. Although some interpreters believe that we cannot effectively understand these things with any degree of certainty, they are incorrect and manifest either a phony humility or a true lack of understanding.

24. Although Daniel did not understand this whole prophecy, it was made clear to him that the writings would be secure and available to those that would need them at the time of the end.
25. Since we live just prior to the actual unfolding of these events, our prophetic perspective at the end of the Church Age is as clear as at any time in human history.

26. God deems the understanding of eschatological events important enough for Him to have devoted some 30% of His word to prophetic subjects.

12:10 "Many will be purged, purified and refined; but the wicked will act wickedly, and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand. 

 {m.p.adj. br;--Hithpael pf. 3mp rr;B' to purify, reflexive, purify themselves—waw + Hithpael impf. 3mp !b;l' to be made white, to make oneself white—waw + Niphal impf. 3mp @r;c' to test metal, to refine—m.p.adj. [v'r' negative unbelievers—wc + Hiphil pf. 3mp [v;r' in Qal, to be wicked, in Hiphil, to act wickedly, or to be condemned for that wickedness—waw + neg. al—Qal impf. 3mp !yBi discern, understand—m.s.n.c. lKo + m.p.adj.  [v'r'—waw + d.a. + Hiphil part.m.p. lk;f' the ones having or causing understanding—Qal impf. 3mp !yBi}  

Exposition vs. 10

1. The information that the Lord provides in verse 10 is designed to ease the confusion that Daniel feels based on his lack of understanding about all these future events.

2. The Lord indicates that many will benefit from what is recorded here and will make the adjustments in His plan.

3. The term many is used in a general sense in Daniel and is not to be contrasted with the few; each usage must be taken in context to determine exactly who is in view.

4. This many, for instance, is not the same as the many in Daniel 8:25, which is not to be equated with the many in Daniel 11:44, or the many in Daniel 12:4.

a. The many in our verse refers to the positive remnant of the Jews that will make adjustments to God during the crisis situations of Daniel's 70th week, and certainly includes those found written in the book.  Dan 12:1

b. The many in chapter 8 refers to those that are taken by surprise by the Antichrist and destroyed while they are at ease.
c. The many of chapter 11 refers to the Jews, Egypt, and other nations that fall to Antichrist toward the end of Daniel's 70th week, when he goes on a violent military rampage.

d. The may of Daniel 12:4 refers to those that begin to scrutinize and understand the book of Daniel at the end of human history.

5. Several specific things are promised about the positive Jews that will live to endure the presence of Antichrist, and the catastrophic judgments that occur during Daniel's 70th week.

6.  In fact, the very same verbs are used here to denote the experience of the Jews under the reign of Antichrist that were used to record the experiences of the Maccabees under the oppression of Antiochus.  Dan. 11:35

7. A comparison of the two verses demonstrates that while the verbs are identical, there is a glaring difference in morphology and order in which the verbs are used.

8. This indicates that while both groups share a similar experience in their national fight for freedom, there are some key differences.

a. The Maccabees under Antiochus are the near fulfillment, while the Jews under Antichrist are the distant fulfillment.

b. All the leadership of the Maccabean period was finally destroyed, while the leaders during Daniel's 70th week will ultimately be delivered.

c. The first group only achieved temporary independence, while the Jews in the last days will achieve permanent independence with the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

d. The Maccabees only had to fight the Syrian/Seleucid dynasty, while the Jews of the last days will find the entire world arrayed against them.

9. First, they will be purged; the Hebrew term rr;B' (barar) means to purge out or purify in the Qal stem, to separate one thing from another, and in the Hithpael (3X) it has the nuance of purify oneself, to demonstrate oneself to be clean, to be separated.  Ps. 18:27

10. The believing Jews of the last days will have the opportunity to disassociate themselves from the evil and apostasy that is rampant in the world, and they will do so.

11. Eventually, under the oppression and persecutions that will come following the midpoint of Daniel's 70th week, they will separate themselves geographically from the region of Judea.  Matt. 24:15-16

12. The second thing that is said of the positive remnant in the last days is that they will make themselves white, or will be made white.
13. The question in regard to the translation of the verb !bel' (labhen), to be white is that this is the only place the Hithpael stem is used and it may be viewed as a simple passive rather than a true reflexive.

14. In any case, the process of being made white clearly refers to spiritual cleansing that comes from God based on faith in the work of Messiah (Isa. 1:18) or confession of sin.  Ps. 51:9
15. When a person believes, they are purified in a positional sense, receiving the very righteousness of God via imputation, and the cleansing of their sins.  Isa. 1:18, 43:25; Rev. 7:14

16. However, we are called to live our lives in greater conformity to the plan of God, learning what righteous behavior is and executing that with our personal choices.  Eph. 4:22; IPet. 1:5; IIPet. 3:11

17. While Ph1 sanctification is always viewed as an accomplished fact that cannot be improved, (ICor. 1:2, 6:11; Heb. 10:10,14) our Ph2 sanctification is brought about by a consistent exposure to the Word of God that renews our mind to reflect the Divine norms and standards.  Jn. 17:17; Acts 20:32; Rom. 12:2

18. The last verb @r;c' (tsaraph) relates to how this process of separation and cleansing actually occurs, denoting the actions of smelting or refining metals to remove impurities.

19. In a figurative sense, God allows various trials and pressures to come to the believer in order for him to remove the dross (STA activity, unbelief, lack of faith-rest, etc.) and move the believer to a higher place of trust and obedience.

20. The events of Daniel's 70th week will pressure and test the positive remnant to hold fast to the truth that they have in the Word of God, from the two witnesses, and from any other sound teachers of that time.

21. During periods of intense testing and pressure, there is the possibility of rapid and substantial spiritual growth that does not occur when the believer is comfortable.

22. The extreme events of that hour of testing, which is about to come on the whole world will provide the necessary environment to demonstrate what each and every person believes.  Rev. 3:10

23. However, it should be clear that the same testing that brings about spiritual growth in those that are positive has the effect of hardening those that are negative, as seen in the example of the Pharaoh of the Exodus.  Ex. 7:13, 8:15, 9:7

24. It is against the background of maximum negative volition, as seen in the incorrigible hardened heart, that God provides Divine proof of His claims.

25. It will be against the background of maximum negative volition and evil on planet earth that the events of Revelation 6-19 will unfold.

26. For those that are positive, the events will have a beneficial effect as seen in our verse; for those that are negative, the events will have the effect of confirming them in their negative volition and bringing the righteous judgment of God.  Zech. 13:9; IIThess. 2:11-12

27. The wicked are those people that are negative, reject God and His plan, and are willing to embrace evil as seen in their contentment with Satan and his man.  IJn. 5:19; Rev. 13:3-4 

28. Generally, the wicked are contrasted with the righteous, not only denoting that their evil thoughts, words, and deeds are contrary to God’ character, but also hostile to the community of other men.

29. Very often, the wicked, who are viewed as worthless from the Divine viewpoint, are observed to be involved in criminal activity since they neither respect God nor man.  Ps. 1:4, 10:2-4, 11:2

30. The fundamental problem with the wicked is that they have rejected God and His standards; therefore, they engage in a manner of living that is contrary to the laws of God.

31. Generally speaking, if one is so arrogant that they reject the laws of God, the laws of society are not going to be deterrents to their greed, hostility, evil, etc.

32. Those that are negative will not understand any of the events that are coming on planet earth; they will fully embrace the media machine, spin-doctors, etc. that Antichrist will employ to establish and rule his kingdom.

33. They will wholeheartedly buy into the ultimate lie that it is man and not God that should be the object of our worship and affection.  Rom. 1:25; IIThess. 2:11

34. This lie comes directly from the mind of Satan, and was his original approach to the human race, which has not changed with time.  Jn. 8:44; Gen. 3:1ff

35. Those that have believed the lie and espoused it over the course of human history will find their eternal destiny to be the same as the one that originated the lie and promoted it in human history.  Rev. 21:8

36. Under the blackout of the soul, negative unbelievers will have no capacity to understand the truth of what is occurring right before their very eyes.

37. Their spiritual blackout is a directed consequence of their rejection of the light of God’s revelation, which they heard, rejected, and replaced with human viewpoint and the lies of Satan.  Rom. 1:18-23; Jn. 3:19

38. In contrast to those that reject the light of Divine revelation, those who have insight will understand.

39. The participle lk;f' (sakhal) denotes those that devote themselves to the details of God’s plan, especially as revealed here in Daniel and in the other prophetic writings.
40. Only through an accurate understanding of eschatology can one hope to make some real sense out of the events that are coming on the human race.
41. These types of people will truly have the ability to discriminate and discern between what is good and what is evil, seeing through the Antichrist and his propaganda machine that fascinates the majority of the human race.
12:11 "And from the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  {waw + pref. m + m.s.n. t[e—d.a. + adv. dymiT' continual—Hophal pf. 3ms rWs to turn aside, in Hiphil, to remove, Hophal, cause to be removed—waw + pref. l + Qal infin.const. !t;n" –m.s.n. #WQvi detestable thing, abomination—Qal part.m.s. ~mev' desolating or appalling—days, one thousand, two hundred and ninety}
12:12 "How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!  {m.p.n. yrev.a; blessednesses, happinesses, that come from God’s favor—d.a. + Piel part.m.s. hk'x' to wait, to tarry—waw + Hiphil impf.3ms [g:n" to touch, to contact, “attains”—to days, one thousand, three hundred, thirty and five}
Exposition vs. 11-12

1. Daniel was asking for more information, which the Lord declined to provide, about the exact order of events following the shattering of the power of the holy people.

2. However, He chose to elaborate further in verse 10 on the tremendous differences in volition and what each could expect during the future.

3. In spite of the fact that all these prophecies exist, the wicked will continue to act wickedly, refusing to orient to the truth of the Scripture.

4. In our verses, the Lord provides some chronological data that is designed to put the finishing touches on the revelations that have been given to Daniel.

5. We are already well aware of the fact that Daniel’s 70th week is a period of seven years, consisting of 360 days in each year.

6. Synonyms for Daniel's 70th week, or periods of time that describe Daniel's 70th week include:

a. 7 years.

b. 84 months

c. 2520 days

d. That hour that is about to come upon the whole world.

7. We recognize that the final seven years of human history may be readily divided into two equal 3½ year periods, which contain:

a. 3½ years

b. 42 months

c. 1260 days

8. The final 3½ years of history is called time, times, and half a time (Dan. 7:25, 12:7), the final period of indignation (Isa. 26:20; Dan. 8:19, 11:36), half an hour (Rev. 8:1 by implication), the time of Jacob’s distress (Jere. 30:7), and the wrath.  IThess. 1:10; Rev. 15:1

9. Daniel 9:27 has already informed us that the sacrifice will be discontinued in the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

10. While not explicitly stated anywhere in the Word of God, all these events presuppose the reconstruction of the Temple and the reestablishment of the animal sacrifices prescribed by the Mosaic Law.

11. Again, whether the Temple will be constructed before the beginning of Daniel's 70th week is not explicitly revealed.

12. At the time the Antichrist makes a seven-year treaty to protect Israel in return for recognition as their Messiah, He puts an end to the animal sacrifices and takes his seat in the Temple, declaring himself to be God.  IIThess. 2:4

13. This is the final abomination, the abomination of desolation, which God will not tolerate, that begins the final period of indignation that is designed to shatter the power of the holy people.  Dan. 12:7

14. During the final half of Daniel's 70th week the judgments enumerated in Revelation 8, 9, and 16 will occur.

15. At the end of 1260 days, the Lord will return from Heaven (Second Advent) and will begin the most massive slaughter the human race has ever seen.  Isa. 63:1-6; Rev. 14:18-20

16. The chronological note in our verse deals with a period that is thirty days longer than the final half of Daniel's 70th week, something that has perplexed many.

17. This 30 days covers the length of time from the initial appearance of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent and the final destruction of all His enemies.

18. Initially, the armies from the king of the North, the Antichrist, and the kings of the East are engaged in warfare against one another.

19. At the appearance of Jesus Christ, they will turn their full energies to fighting Him; however, their warfare ends tragically with their physical destruction.  Rev. 19:19

20. It appears that Satan at this point will vacate the Antichrist, and Alexander will be cast bodily into the lake of fire along with the false prophet.  Rev. 19:20

21. While God could supernaturally destroy all unbelievers instantaneously, it appears that Jesus Christ will personally take the time the fight them and destroy them in open combat.  Isa. 63:1ff

22. From His appearance at the end of the 1260 days, an open slaughter will begin that will take some 30 days to complete.

23. During this period, those who have survived the final portion of Daniel's 70th week will probably be safe, but the overt conflicts will continue.

24. While it is not explicitly stated, it would make some sense for the resurrection of believers to occur after the fighting is concluded.  

25. At the end of this period the Millennial Temple will be cleansed since this verse ties the abomination of desolation to the 1290-day figure.

26. The second figure in verse 12 deals with an additional period of 45 days that follows the end of the hostilities, the destruction of the Antichrist, his armies, and all the armies of the earth that gathered to the great war.  Rev. 16:14

27. At this time the massive cleanup from this incredible war will begin, Satan will be bound (Rev. 20:1-3), believers will experience their resurrection (Rev. 20:4), the earthly thrones of the apostles will be established (Rev. 20:4), the judgment of the sheep and goats will take place (Matt. 25:31ff), and the Millennium will technically begin after 45 days, lasting for a period of 1000 years.

28. The judgment of the sheep and goats will result in a separation between believers that have survived Daniel's 70th week and unbelievers that have survived.

29. All unbelievers will be removed from the planet and all believers will move into the joys of the Millennium in their earthly bodies.  Matt. 24:36-41

30. The blessing that is pronounced at the end of verse 12 indicates the full happiness that will be the lot of those that survive Daniel's 70th week and enter the Millennial Kingdom in their earthly bodies.

31. They will have witnessed the most awesome period of destruction that mankind will ever see, the judgments from God’s wrath, the complete destruction of the world system, the 2nd coming of Christ, and the establishment of His 1000 year reign.

32. They will move into a world that will not suffer under certain aspects of the curse, one in which righteousness, peace, and justice will reign completely.  Isa. 11:1-8

33. They will enjoy a much longer lifespan; at least 50% longer than what mankind has enjoyed since the flood.  Ps. 90:10; Isa. 65:19-20

Doctrine of the Millennium

12:13 "But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age."  {waw + pron. hT'a;--Qal imperv.m.s. %l;h' walk—pref. l + m.s.n. #qe to the end, in this context, the end of his Ph2—waw + Qal impf. 2ms x;Wn absence of movement, settled finality, lit. you will rest, physical death—waw + Qal impf. 2ms dm;[' stand—pref. l + m.s.n.c. + 2ms suff. lr'AG a lot, a portion, inheritance—pref. l +  m.s.n. #qe—d.a. + m.s.n. !ymiy"}

Exposition vs. 13

1. This verse constitutes the final words of revelation to Daniel from God the Son, who knew that the fulfillment of these things was in the distant future.

2. He has informed Daniel that these prophecies are to be sealed up, indicating that they were not for Daniel’s time in history.

3. Daniel has to faith-rest these revelations and the fact that he does not fully understand them, recognizing that the Word of God will be fulfilled whether he grasps it or not.

4. The true student of Scripture will generally find that his reach for the things of doctrine should outstrip his grasp; we will continue to have questions about things we do not fully understand.

5. However, like Daniel, we must faith-rest what we do not know and concentrate on applying doctrine in those areas we do know.  

6. We have a promise from the Lord that all our questions will be fully answered at some point in the angelic conflict.  Mk. 4:21-23; Lk. 11:9-10

7. The New American Standard has missed the point of the Lord’s initial command to Daniel, which is actually a command to keep on walking to the end, a command to complete his course.  IITim. 4:7-8

8. The end in view is the end of Daniel’s Ph2, which is likely not too far in the future, since Daniel is already very advanced in age; he is likely close to 90 years old at this point.

9. He informs Daniel that the Messianic Kingdom, which is the subject of many of the prophecies he received during his lifetime, is not something that is relevant at this point.

10. He explains that Daniel will rest, the verb x;Wn (nuach) indicating not only an absence of movement, but also a settling down in a particular place.

11. This is simply a euphemism for physical death, which Daniel will ultimately experience.

12. However, the verb that follows indicates that physical death will not be the end for Daniel, just as it is not the end for anyone.

13. The Old Testament believer died physically, his body was buried, but his soul/spirit went down into the compartment of Sheol known as Abraham’s bosom.  Lk. 16:19ff

14. All Old Testament saints remained there in conscious comfort, blessing, and bliss, until Jesus Christ relocated them from that place to the third Heaven.  Eph. 4:8-9

15. Now, when believers die, we recognize that absent from the body means face to face with the Lord.  IICor. 5:8

16. There is a very real sense in which we groan in this body, longing to be clothed with our resurrection body, recognizing that we have a better home in Heaven.  Rom. 8:23; IICor. 5:2

17. In fact, the Greek term avpekde,comai (apekdechomai--to eagerly anticipate and wait for something you know is coming) is used repeatedly (almost exclusively) of the adjusted believer’s attitude toward the rapture and the end of Ph2.  Rom. 8:19,23,25; ICor. 1:7; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 9:28

18. He informs Daniel that he will stand or rise, using language that is compatible with what we observed in verse 2, at the end of the days.

19. Daniel’s’ resurrection will occur some seven years after we receive our resurrection bodies at the rapture, fulfilling Hebrews 11:40.

20. The purpose of the resurrection of Old Testament saints, which occurs just following the binding of Satan, is for them to receive their allotted portion at the end of the age.
21. The allotted portion refers to Daniel’s eternal inheritance in the Millennial Kingdom and beyond, being a part of those that awake to everlasting life.
22. Again, the focus on everlasting or eternal life is not merely one of duration; it emphasizes a life with particular qualities that make life worth living.

23. The Hebrew term lr'wOG (goral) first means a lot in the sense of casting a lot to determine what the will of God may be in a matter.

24. While the Old Testament does not provide specific information about the method in which this was done, this was practiced at the time the Jews were dividing up Canaan, following the conquest under Moses and Joshua.  

25. Under Moses direction, Rueben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh received land east of the Jordan River.  Num. 32:33; Josh. 18:7

26. Under Joshua, the lad west of the Dead Sea, the Jordan, and the Sea of Galilee was distributed by lot tot the remaining tribes; this was done partly at Gilgal and partly at Shiloh.  Josh. 14:2, 18:10
27. While this may seem strange that the division of the land was left to a throw of the dice, the reality is that these people recognized that the lot was from the Lord.  Prov. 16:33
28. Jesus Christ, as the ultimate example of a man that humbled Himself before the Father, is blessed with an eternal inheritance that consists of all things.  Rom. 11:36; Heb. 1:2; Ps. 2:8
29. His inheritance forms the basis for our inheritance; His spiritual death and our faith in His person and work are what qualify us to share in that eternal inheritance. Eph. 1:11; IPet. 1:14
30. Those that suffer with Him in this life, as demonstrated by their faithful adherence to the truth in the angelic conflict and the Devil’s world, will divide that inheritance with the glorified God/Man.  Rom. 8:17; IITim. 2:12; IPet. 4:13
31. This is the challenge for the believer in time: denying himself those things that are incompatible with running his race in such a way as to win, and exerting himself in every way to the pursuit of spiritual excellence via the intake and application of doctrine.  Matt. 16:24-27; ICor. 9:25-26
32. Those that persevere to the end will be rewarded in a manner commensurate with their sacrifices, being in the company of the other great believers that lived and died by faith in the Word of God.  Heb. 11
33. For some inexplicable reason, the final word in the book of Daniel is a form of ~wOy (yom), the Hebrew term for days that appears nowhere else in this exact form.
34. Perhaps this form is used to highlight the fact that the time spoken of is unique in human history, and the end of the days will truly only occur once; however, dogmatic assertions would be unwise based on a single usage. 
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